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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINT, PFOR, IT 

SUBJECT: PRESS QUESTIONS ON AMBASSADOR'S EPOCA INTERVIEW 
REF: STATE 218720 

1. FOLLOWING QUESTIONS WERE ADDRESSED TO DEPARTMENT SPOKES- 
MAN AT SEPTEMBER 15 NOON PRESS BRIEFING. 

2. QUOTE: Q. DO YOU HAVE ANY COMMENT IN GENERAL ON THE 
INTERVIEW BY THE AMBASSADOR IN ROME ITSELF? WHAT I MEAN 

IS THAT THE COMMUNISTS HAVE ALLEGED THAT HE SPOKE WITHOUT 
AUTHORIZATION AND AGAINST THE POLICY LINE OF THE DEPART 
MENT. 

A: FIRST, I WANT TO SAY THAT THE AMBASSADOR'S COMMENTS 
WERE AN ACCURATE AND COMPLETE REFLECTION OF US ATTITUDES 
ON THE SUBJECT THAT WAS TOUCHED IN HIS INTERVIEW - WHICH 
WAS THE QUESTION OF, IN GENERAL, I BELIEVE, HOW THE US 
WOULD FEEL ABOUT COMMUNISTS IN GOVERNMENTS OF NATO COUN- 
TRIES. 

Q: YES. AND YOU SAID "ACCURATE AND COMPLETE REFLECTION"? 
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A: YES. I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO POINT OUT THAT IT IS MY 

UNDERSTANDING THAT AMBASSADOR VOLPE WAS DISCUSSING US 
ATTITUDES TOWARD DEVELOPMENTS IN ITALY. HE WAS NOT 
TALKING ABOUT ITALIAN ATTITUDES. I ALSO READ THAT THE 
AMBASSADOR - I THINK, IN THAT INTERVIEW - SAID THAT 
ITALIAN DOMESTIC AFFAIRS ARE MATTERS SOLELY FOR THE 
ITALIANS TO DECIDE. END QUOTE. KISSINGER 
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